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RAVENSTHORPE AND HOPETOUN SCHOOLS 

302. Ms A.R. MITCHELL to the Minister for Education: 

I refer to the government’s proactive work and support for Ravensthorpe and the region in response to BHP 
Billiton’s closure of the town’s operation. Will the minister update the house on the situation of schools in both 
Hopetoun and Ravensthorpe, and the assistance that is being provided to those schools through the Department 
of Education and Training? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 

We are all aware that in January BHP Billiton announced that it would be suspending the operations of its nickel 
mine at Ravensthorpe. The announcement was made during the school holidays, but we made available people 
from the district office to assist parents if they found that they had to move in a short period to have their 
children well placed in schools by the beginning of this school year. The suspension of operations has had a 
significant impact, particularly on Hopetoun Primary School. The primary school ended up last year with 
192 students. The latest information I have as of today is that 126 children are enrolled in the school, which 
means that 66 children have left the school and a number of families have been uprooted and have had to move 
their children to new schools. There were 130 children at Ravensthorpe District High School at the end of last 
year; as of today it has 122. There has been, therefore, only a minor impact on the district high school. The 
Department of Education and Training has been actively involved in assisting those families and assisting 
parents and students as they have been moving to new schools, and has been making sure that the transition has 
been as smooth as possible for them. Teachers also, of course, required a lot of support because of the uncertain 
times they experienced at the school. Six teachers have been relocated to start at new schools at the beginning of 
the second term; they will be moving to Karratha, Broome, Collie and Esperance. As much support as possible 
has been provided to parents in terms of school psychologists helping them in that transition; as well, parents 
have had available to them a voucher for $150 to help with new uniforms and books as their children have 
moved to these new schools. 
 


